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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

The JP 2000-216988 reference cited by applicant dated 01/06/2007 is 
considered in this office action. 

Objection to IDS is withdrawn. 

Rejection of claim 6 under 35 U.S.C. 1 12 is withdrawn. 

Rejections of claims 29-34 under 35 U.S.C. 101 are withdrawn. 

Response to Arguments 

The newly added limitations have been fully considered and rejected in this office 
action under new ground of rejections. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ogino et al. (US Patent 6,430,291) and Kori et al. (US 2005/0086488). 

Claims 1 and 14 recite a duplication controlling method for controlling duplication 
by embedding an electronic watermark and a recording medium having an electronic 
watermark indicating control information regarding duplication into contents comprising 
digital information and detecting the electronic watermark before the duplication is 
executed, wherein the electronic watermark includes change position information 
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indicating a change position of contents of the control information; wherein the 
electronic watermark indicates control information of contents subsequent to contents in 
which the electronic watermark is embedded. 

Ogino et al. disclose a duplication controlling method for controlling duplication 
by embedding an electronic watermark and a recording medium having an electronic 
watermark (column 9, lines 30-40) indicating control information regarding duplication 
into contents comprising digital information (column 14, lines 43-48), wherein the 
electronic watermark includes change position information indicating a change position 
of contents of the control information (column 6, lines 36-56). 

However, Ogino et al. do not disclose detecting the electronic watermark before 
the duplication is executed and wherein the electronic watermark indicates control 
information of contents subsequent to contents in which the electronic watermark is 
embedded. 

Kori et al. disclose detecting the electronic watermark before the duplication is 
executed ([0053]; [0086], [0092]) and wherein the electronic watermark indicates control 
information of contents subsequent to contents in which the electronic watermark is 
embedded ([0061]-[0064], ([0053], [0086], [0092]). 

One of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made would have 
been motivated to incorporate the features of detecting the watermark before recording 
wherein watermark indicates control information of contents subsequent to contents in 
which the electronic watermark is embedded as taught by Kori et al. into the duplication 
method taught by Ogino et al. to remove the unnecessary step of deleting the 
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recordings if recording is prohibited. Such doing would increase processing time and 
efficiency of the method. 

Claim 7 recites a duplication controlling apparatus for controlling duplication by 
embedding an electronic watermark indicating control information regarding duplication 
into contents comprising digital information, comprising: (1) an embedding device for 
embedding the electronic watermark into the contents, (2) a detecting device for 
detecting the electronic watermark before the duplication is executed; wherein: (3) the 
electronic watermark contains change position information indicating a change position 
where the contents of the control information are changed; (4) the electronic watermark 
indicates control information of contents subsequent to contents in which the electronic 
watermark is embedded. 

Ogino et al. disclose a duplication controlling apparatus for controlling duplication 
by embedding an electronic watermark indicating control information, comprising: (1) an 
embedding device for embedding the electronic watermark into the contents (column 6, 
lines 36-56), wherein: (2) the electronic watermark contains change position information 
indicating a change position where the contents of the control information are changed 
(column 6, lines 36-56). 

Similarly, however, Ogino et al. do not disclose a detecting device for detecting 
the electronic watermark before the duplication is executed and wherein the electronic 
watermark indicates control information of contents subsequent to contents in which the 
. electronic watermark is embedded. 
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Kori et al. disclose a detecting device for detecting the electronic watermark 
before the duplication is executed ([0053], [0086], [0092]) and wherein the electronic 
watermark indicates control information of contents subsequent to contents in which the 
electronic watermark is embedded ([0061]-[0064], ([0053], [0086], [0092]). 

One of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made would have 
been motivated to incorporate the detecting device for detecting the watermark before 
recording wherein watermark indicates control information of contents subsequent to 
contents in which the electronic watermark is embedded as taught by Kori et al. into the 
duplication controlling apparatus taught by Ogino et al. to remove the unnecessary step 
of deleting the recordings if recording is prohibited. Such doing would increase 
processing time and efficiency of the apparatus. 

Claim 20 recites a duplication controlling apparatus ("system controller" in Fig. 2) 
for performing control in accordance with duplication-related control information 
embedded in contents comprising digital information, comprising: (1) an electronic 
watermark reading device for reading an electronic watermark; (2) a change position 
detection device for detecting a change position of the control information; and (3) a 
control device for modifying the processing of the duplication controlling apparatus 
when the change position is detected by the change position detection device, wherein: 
(4) the electronic watermark contains change position information indicating a change 
position of contents of the control information; and (5) the electronic watermark 
indicates control information of contents subsequent to contents in which the electronic 
watermark is embedded. 
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Ogino et al. disclose a duplication controlling apparatus for performing control in 
accordance with duplication-related control information embedded in contents 
comprising digital information (column 3, lines 37-40), comprising: (1) an electronic 
watermark reading device for reading an electronic watermark ("duplication inhibition 
information detection" in Fig. 3; column 7, lines 21-25); (2) a change position detection 
device for detecting a change position of the control information ("duplication inhibition 
information detection" in Fig. 3; column 10, lines 53-55); and (3) a control device for 
modifying the processing of the duplication controlling apparatus when the change 
position is detected by the change position detection device ("erasing control section" in 
Fig, 2; column 10, lines 53-67), wherein: (4) the electronic watermark contains change 
position information indicating a change position of contents of the control information 
(column 6, lines 36-56). 

However, Ogino et al. do not disclose the electronic watermark indicates control 
information of contents subsequent to contents in which the electronic watermark is 
embedded. 

Kori et al. disclose the electronic watermark indicates control information of 
contents subsequent to contents in which the electronic watermark is embedded 
([0061]-[0064], ([0053], [0086], [0092]). 

One of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made would have 
been motivated to incorporate the using a watermark that indicates control information 
of contents subsequent to contents in which the electronic watermark is embedded as 
taught by Kori et al. into the duplication controlling apparatus taught by Ogino et al. to 
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detect the watermark before the duplication is executed and remove the unnecessary 
step of deleting the recordings if recording is prohibited. Such doing would increase 
processing time and efficiency of the apparatus. 

Claim 25 recites the electronic watermark to contain contents information 
indicating the contents of the control information, which is started from the change 
position, and the control device modifies the processing in accordance with the contents 
information contained in the electronic watermark. 

Ogino et al. disclose the electronic watermark to contain contents information 
indicating the contents of the control information, which is started from the change 
position (column 10, lines 34-40), and the control device modifies the processing in 
accordance with the contents information contained in the electronic watermark (column 
12, lines 55-59). 

Claim 26, 27, and 28 recite a reproduction device, a recording device, and a 
reception device being controlled by the control device. 

Ogino et al. disclose a reproduction device ("recording/playback mechanical deck 
section" in Fig. 2), a recording device ("recording/playback mechanical deck section" in 
Fig. 2), and a reception device ("recording/playback signal processing section" and 
"anti-duplication control signal detection section" in Fig. 2; column 5, lines 27-32) being 
controlled by the control device ("system controller" in Fig. 2). 

Claims 29 recites a computer-readable medium in which a program is recorded, 
the program causing a computer to execute an embedding processing of an electronic 
watermark indicating duplication-related control information into contents comprising 
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digital information, the program causing the computer to function as: (1 ) an inserting 
device and step for inserting change position information indicating a change position of 
contents of the control information into the electronic watermark; and (2) an embedding 
device and step for embedding the watermark into the contents; (3) a detecting device 
for detecting the watermark before duplication is executed; wherein (4) the electronic 
watermark indicates control information of contents subsequent to contents in which the 
electronic watermark is embedded. 

Ogino et al. disclose a method, an apparatus to execute an embedding 
processing of an electronic watermark indicating duplication-related control information 
into contents comprising digital information (column 3, lines 37-40), and to function as: 
(1) an inserting device for inserting change position information indicating a change 
position of contents of the control information into the electronic watermark (column 9, 
lines 30-40); and (2) an embedding device for embedding the watermark into the 
contents (column 9, lines 30-40). 

Hence, Ogino et al. disclose computer-readable medium in which a program is 
recorded, the program causing a computer to perform such functions. 

However, Ogino et al. do not disclose functions of a detecting device for 
detecting the electronic watermark before the duplication is executed and wherein the 
electronic watermark indicates control information of contents subsequent to contents in 
which the electronic watermark is embedded. 

Kori et al. disclose functions of a detecting device for detecting the electronic 
watermark before the duplication is executed ([0053], [0086], [0092]) and wherein the 
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electronic watermark indicates control information of contents subsequent to contents in 
which the electronic watermark is embedded ([0061)-[0064], ([0053], [0086], [0092]). 

One of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made would have 
been motivated to incorporate the detecting device for detecting the watermark before 
recording wherein watermark indicates control information of contents subsequent to 
contents in which the electronic watermark is embedded as taught by Kori et al. into the 
duplication controlling apparatus taught by Ogino et aL to remove the unnecessary step 
of deleting the recordings if recording is prohibited. Such doing would increase 
processing time and efficiency of the apparatus. 

Claims 2-4, 8-10, 15-17, 21-22, and 30-32 recite the change position information 
indicating an end and start position of the contents in which the electronic watermark is 
embedded, and indicating a position where the contents of the control information 
indicated by the electronic watermark containing this change position change to the 
subsequent contents. 

Ogino et al. disclose the change position information indicating an end and start 
position of the contents in which the electronic watermark is embedded (column 6, lines 
36-56), and indicating a position where the contents of the control information indicated 
by the electronic watermark containing this change position change to the subsequent 
contents (column 6, lines 36-56; column 10, lines 22-35). 

Claims 5-6, 11-12, 18-19, 23-24, and 33-34 recite change position information 
indicating a plurality of change positions recorded as a table, and the table to contain 
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contents information indicating tlie contents of the control information, which are started 
from a plurality of the change positions. 

Ogino et al. disclose change position information indicating a plurality of change 
positions, which include a start address position and an end address position, each of 
which is recorded as an entry to a table (column 6, lines 36-56), and the table to contain 
contents information indicating the contents of the control information, which is itself, 
which is started from the start address (column 6, lines 36-56). 

Claim 13 recites a delivery device for delivering the contents having the 
electronic watermark embedded by the embedding device. 

Ogino et al. disclose a recording medium, which is the delivery device, for 
delivering the contents having the electronic watermark embedded by the embedding 
device (column 4, lines 54-61 ). 

Conclusion 

1 . THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
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the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hung Q. Dang whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1116. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th:7:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. Thai Tran can be reached on 571-272-7382. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Hung Dang 
Patent Examiner 




